
The mission of the Brunswick-Topsham Land Trust is to conserve, protect, and steward the cherished landscapes and rich natural resources of our communities, to connect people 
to nature by providing recreational opportunities and other engaging community activities, and to support local agriculture and fisheries, now and for generations to come.

Strengthening 
Our Community 

Through Conservation

B
runswick-Topsham Land Trust (BTLT) leapt 
into 2022 by conserving more than 50 acres 
across three projects. These newly purchased 
lands are in two of our highest priority 
conservation focus areas – along the Cathance 
River and Maquoit Bay.

BTLT has been working with partners and landowners in 
Topsham for more than 20 years to establish a conservation 
corridor along the Cathance River. These combined efforts have 
protected vital wetlands and wildlife habitat, allowed the creation 
of miles of well-loved public trails, and helped to safeguard the 
water quality of the Cathance River and Merrymeeting Bay.

In January, BTLT added two parcels to the corridor: the 
10-acre Atwood property and the 23.5-acre Brannigan property. 
These properties are located across the river from the Cathance 
River Nature Preserve and protect important wetland, stream, 
and wildlife habitat. With these additions, BTLT has conserved a 
total of 1,140 acres and 43,000 feet of Cathance River frontage.  

We would like to thank the Atwood and Brannigan 
families for working with us to conserve their land, and the 
Merrymeeting Bay Trust whose funding made the conservation 
of these properties possible.

New Properties Conserved on the 
Cathance River and Maquoit Bay

SPRING 2022

Also in January, BTLT conserved the Alan Eckert Preserve on 
Maquoit Bay in Brunswick. This preserve is a 21-acre property with 
2,850 feet of shoreline abutting an extensive (over 50 acres) salt marsh 
at the head of Maquoit Bay. Located within the Maquoit and Middle 
Bay Focus Area of Statewide Ecological Significance (designated by 
the Maine Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife), the Eckert 
Preserve contains frontage along the upper marshes and tidal creeks of 
Maquoit Bay and is part of a core area of undeveloped land between 
Maquoit and Rossmore Roads. Conservation of this property will 
protect wetlands and wetland buffer areas that provide clean water to 
the abutting marsh. Moreover, the marsh is expected to migrate onto 
this property as sea level rises and its conservation will allow for future 
marsh migration.  

We would like to thank the Eckert family for their stewardship 
of this special property and for working with BTLT to conserve it 
forever. Deep appreciation also goes out to Maine Coast Heritage 
Trust for being our steadfast partner on this project, and to the Maine 
Natural Resource Conservation Program and Casco Bay Estuary 
Partnership for providing funding.  

Most especially, we want to thank the more than 1,100 members of 
the Brunswick-Topsham Land Trust who make all our work possible.  

Cathance River viewed from Brannigan Property



inclusion. The “new normal” we seek is one with sound 
and sustainable institutional structures and personnel 
policies that adequately support and reward the 
contributions and commitment of our extraordinary staff.

BTLT has grown since we drafted our previous 
strategic plan. As one board member noted, we have truly 
become a mature, community-centric, widely respected 
land trust. Although we have added staff capacity, 
primarily in stewardship and community engagement, 
demands in those areas and in land conservation continue 
to grow, and we need to establish a strategic plan that 
ensures BTLT can sustainably and robustly meet our 
mission into the future.

We look forward to sharing our new strategic plan with you 
in the coming months. Meanwhile, thank you for all you do to 
support BTLT. I hope to run into you on a BTLT trail or at the 
Farmers’ Market soon!
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Our staff and Board of Directors have 
been busy this winter imagining the 
future of our organization. After a 
series of strategic planning discussions 

and retreats, we are drafting a strategic vision 
to guide BTLT’s next five years. As always, I’m 
deeply impressed by and thankful for the depth 
of experience and thoughtful perspectives our 
highly capable board and staff bring to the table 
as we sort through the many challenges and 
opportunities before us.

Reviewing our last strategic plan, I was struck 
by how relevant its core tenets remain. The plan 
identified three principal goals: 1) take advantage of precious 
opportunities for conservation and enhance our stewardship, 
2) establish a better “new normal” in our operations, and    
3) strengthen our connections to the communities we serve. 
We remain committed in these areas, with even greater 
urgency to modify our operations to promote climate 
change adaptation and mitigation, and to continue making 
our organization one that promotes diversity, equity, and 
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Bumble bee pollinating a cosmos flower. 
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A Hardy Welcome to New Board Member, Rol Fessenden
Rol Fessenden joined the BTLT Board of Directors in November 2021. We are thrilled 
to have him on our team after a 30-year career at L.L. Bean and decades of service as 
a volunteer with numerous organizations, including Brunswick Town Planning, Maine 
Department of Education, Mid Coast Hospital, Bowdoin International Music Festival, and 
the Appalachian Mountain Club. Rol loves to be active and outdoors, whether it is daily 
walks around town or mountain-climbing and backpacking with friends. The outdoors is 
where he goes to find healing.

Goodbye to George Jutras, Land Steward
George’s positive attitude and ability to quickly orient himself to new terrain made 
him an invaluable part of the BTLT team as our Land Steward since last spring. 
Throughout the 2021 field season George was instrumental in opening our newest 
public preserve, Androscoggin Woods, as well as building a 120-foot crushed stone 
pathway at Cathance River Nature Preserve. We will be saying farewell to George this 
spring as he heads west for graduate school. While he will surely be missed, we look 
forward to receiving updates from his summer adventure of biking the Great Divide!

Heartfelt Thank You and Farewell to 
Nikkilee (Lee) Cataldo, Associate Director
Brunswick-Topsham Land Trust surely struck gold when we hired Lee as coordinator 
of our comprehensive fundraising campaign in 2012. She handled that role with her 
trademark hard work, thoughtfulness, and thorough organization. It was obvious from 
day one that Lee had much more to offer BTLT and our community and we are 
deeply grateful she chose to put her heart, soul, experience, and knowledge to work 
on behalf of the Land Trust’s mission for the past 10 years. 

Lee’s role with the Land Trust has grown through a period of rapid change, 
and she has left her mark on all aspects of this organization. She currently serves 
as Associate Director, performing many essential roles including overseeing our 
community engagement efforts. She has also been a critical leader as we undertook 
meaningful reflection and planning regarding diversity, equity, inclusion, and land 
access issues. Lee has been the driving force behind key partnerships in many 
areas, including local and statewide trail development, local watershed protection, 
relationships with our New Mainer and Wabanaki neighbors, and many more.

Lee’s curiosity, work ethic, creativity, and interest in understanding the intersection 
between culture, place, and resiliency have made her an exceptional leader of BTLT’s 
programs, organizational needs, and strategic partnerships. Of note, Lee has spent 
many years building relationships within the Wabanaki community and building 
a deeper understanding of how the conservation world can and must support 
indigenous connections to land. Lee’s remarkable productivity and her capacity to 
translate ideas into action have moved our organization forward in innumerable ways, 
both small and large.

In a small, community-centered nonprofit like BTLT, where we all share common 
goals and give completely of ourselves to implement our mission, we become very 
close. It may sound cliché, but it is nonetheless true, we all feel like family more 
than co-workers. Lee has left an indelible mark on each of us personally and on the 
organization.

Lee has decided that it is time for her to delve more deeply into her passion for 
biocultural restoration and place-based resource management efforts, and to have 
more time and energy for her family and community. She will be leaving us at the end 
of June and though we are sad to see her go, we are happy for her to follow her heart 
and we can’t wait to see where her talents take her.

Goodbye and Many Thanks to Two Exemplary Team Members

George Jutras

Nikkilee (Lee) Cataldo

Rol Fessenden



New Trails are Open and 
Old Trails are Returning Soon!
In November of 2021, BTLT opened Androscoggin Woods to the community (having 
conserved the 55-acre property in late 2019). The preserve features over a mile of relatively 
level trails that wind through the forest and along the bank of the Androscoggin River. It also 
includes over 14 acres of wetlands and 10,000 feet of river frontage. Located in Topsham off 
Route 196, Androscoggin Woods provides beautiful views of the Androscoggin River as well 
as important habitat for many plant and animal species along the river and wetlands. (Note 
that Androscoggin Woods is not open during the winter due to a steep driveway that becomes 
dangerous in winter conditions.)

BTLT staff have continued to work with the landowners of Cathance River Nature 
Preserve and Bradley Pond Farm to finalize plans for ongoing trail re-routes and 
infrastructure projects with the goal of reopening trails at both properties in 2022. Cathance 
River Nature Preserve is currently partially open to the public while Bradley Pond Farm will 
remain closed until further notice. Visit www.btlt.org/trailmap for updates!

In the fall of 2007, the Trust for Public Land, Town 

of Brunswick, and Brunswick-Topsham Land Trust 

gathered with elected officials and residents 

to celebrate the conservation of 167 acres of 

waterfront property on Maquoit Bay now known 

as the Maquoit Bay Conservation Land. The Town 

owns the property while BTLT holds a conservation 

Dana Cary welcomes visitors at the grand opening of Androscoggin Woods.



Interested in Becoming a Stewardship Volunteer? 
BTLT has many opportunities for you to get involved in our work. Opportunities range from trail 
building to invasive plant removal to participating in a Bioblitzes in the blueberry barren. Please 

contact margaret@btlt.org if you would like to get involved!

easement, and we work in partnership to manage the 

property. It has become a beloved community resource 

and a favorite place to enjoy a short walk to Maquoit Bay.

The Maquoit Bay Conservation project would 
not have been possible without the generosity of 
the Stoddard Family who donated a conservation 
easement on 43 acres of their Maquoit Bay 

property. This donation served as a match to a 
significant federal grant, and, without it, the project 
would not have been possible.

Recently, BTLT worked with the Town to add a new 

sign at the Maquoit Bay Conservation Land property 

acknowledging the Stoddards’ contribution.
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Brunswick-Topsham Land Trust has focused 
on conserving the undeveloped shoreline 
of the Cathance River in Topsham for 
nearly three decades. The Hideaway Farm/
Sczymecki property abuts BTLT’s Robert 
Williams Preserve, directly across the river 
from our Tarbox Preserve, and will add 
an additional 18 acres and 1,000 feet of 
conserved shoreline along the Cathance 
River. Conservation of this parcel will 
enhance water quality and habitat protection, 
allow for a future public trail connecting to 
the Robert Williams Preserve, and provide 
a nice spot for pulling up a canoe or kayak 
when accessing the property from the river.

BTLT has entered into a purchase and 
sale agreement with John Sczymecki and 
has until June 30 to raise the necessary 
funds to conserve the property. To date 
donors have committed $45,000 toward 
the total budget for the project of $138,000. 
We are actively applying for grant funding 
and reaching out to individual donors 
to request their support, but to make 
this project happen we will need broad 
support from our members and the wider 
community.

If you are interested in helping conserve       
the Hideaway Farm/Sczymecki property by 
making a donation, please go to www.btlt.
org/conserve-hideaway. Thank you for your 
support!

Your Help Needed to Conserve Hideaway Farm/
Sczymecki Property on the Cathance River
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Last spring, we asked the community to contribute 
toward the building of a garden space for New 
Mainers living at Brunswick Landing. Thanks to the 
community’s immediate response, we were able to 
build ten raised beds, acquire seedlings and tools, and 
build a water system just outside our office. Since then, 
we have received requests to expand this New Mainer 
Community Garden so more families can take part, 
as well as for help in finding a growing space where a 
few New Mainers could grow crops on a larger scale 
to increase the overall food security of the entire New 
Mainer community.  

This spring we will add new plots in the New Mainer 
Community Garden and shift a portion of the Common 
Good Garden at Tom Settlemire Community Garden 
into a production growing space managed by members 
of the New Mainer community. BTLT has been working 
on crop planning, finding French-speaking gardening 
mentors, and lining up the supplies that will be needed 
to support a successful first year of growing!

New Mainer Gardens 
Continue to Grow

VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT 

We extend a special thank you to Devore 
Culver, our Common Good Garden Volunteer 
coordinator, who is stepping down from his 
leadership role in the Garden this year. Last 
year, under Dev’s steady hand, the Common 
Good Garden volunteer crew grew and donated 
to Mid Coast Hunger Prevention Program an 
astonishing 3,177 pounds of produce. Dev 
brought incredible energy to the Garden, leading 
a core group of volunteers with passion and 
enthusiastic hard work. We are beyond grateful 
for his dedication! But don’t worry, Dev won’t 
be going too far — be sure to wander over to his 
personal plot to say hello this season!  

Farewell Dev Culver

Ana, Wewe, and Erica enjoying their gardens at Brunswick Landing. 
Photo Kelli Park btlt.org     7 
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The Taking Root Plant Sale 
is the biggest fundraiser of the year for our 
Tom Settlemire Community Garden. 

Each year the Garden provides: space 
for over 80 families to grow their own food; 
volunteer opportunities for hundreds of 
community members; work, educational, 
and research opportunities for elementary, 
high school, and college students; and 
thousands of pounds of fresh produce for 
our partner Mid Coast Hunger Prevention 
Program. 

The sale is a great place to get perennial 
and annual flowers and vegetable seedlings. 

Visit www.btlt.org/plant-sale 
for more information.

Long-Time Taking Root Plant Sale Leaders Step Down
Can you believe we’ve been hosting the Taking Root Plant Sale for eleven years? 
We are so lucky to have such an astounding group of volunteers come together to 
plan and execute the sale each year.

Claudia Labella Adams has been leading this charge for eleven years, first as a 
co-leader with Bonnie Studdiford and for the last four years with Mary Fox. The 
dynamic duo of Mary and Claudia is stepping away from their leadership roles 
this year, though we are incredibly grateful they will continue to volunteer their 
talents to make the plant sale a success.

Mary and Claudia have been energetic leaders, making the sale fun for the 
100+ volunteers, BTLT’s staff, and the many plant sale customers who have come 
to know and appreciate them. They have both brought in new volunteers, 
more and more plants, and forged many new partnerships, making the sale bigger and more successful every year. We are 
thankful for the incredible leadership of Claudia and Mary! 

If you’re interested in volunteering with the Plant Sale, please email plantsale@btlt.org.

Plant Donations and Volunteers Needed

Claudia Labella Adams       Mary Fox
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Training the Next Wave of Agricultural Workers

MFC Farm Skills Training Program participants getting their hands dirty while 
learning about the importance of soils with University of Maine Cooperative 
Extension Sustainable Ag Professional, Jason Lilley. Photo Growing to Give

In the spring of 2022, 
Merrymeeting Food 
Council launched a Farm 
Skills Training Program to 
address the labor shortage 
that area farms have 
experienced since well 
before the pandemic. The 
program is open to people 
ages 16 to 55. Participants 
will receive job skills 
training and career support 
from Goodwill Workforce 
Solutions and farm skills 
training from Growing to 
Give. University of Maine 
Cooperative Extension, 
Maine Organic Farmers 
and Gardeners Association, 
and National Alliance on 
Mental Illness will also 
provide farm-specific skills 
and trainings.

This program addresses 
barriers that job-seekers 
face by providing 
transportation, meals, 
support accessing childcare, 
and a work clothes stipend. 
At the end of the 11-week 
program, participants 
will have basic farm skills, 
workplace readiness 
training, connections with 
local farmers, and an understanding of the options and 
realities of agricultural careers. Interested participants or 
farms can reach out to merrymeetingfc@gmail.com to get 
involved or learn more.

Merrymeeting Food Council is a network of individuals and 
organizations working together to advance our local food 
system. BTLT is a founding member and ongoing steering 
committee member and fiscal sponsor.

Volunteers harvest tomatoes at Scatter Good Farm, where Farm Skills participants will get on-the-job training this year.
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We are so excited to get our 
hands back into the soil for the 
11th growing season at the Tom 
Settlemire Community Garden!  

Last October, we hosted a 
community ‘Plotluck,’ a celebration 
of the Garden, plot holders, 
volunteers, and our larger gardening 
community. During the Plotluck, 
we dedicated the Garden’s orchard 
to Bonnie and Linton Studdiford, 
hoop house to Devore Culver 
and the Common Good Garden 
volunteer crew of 2020, and the 
newly built pergola to Kathryn 
Stevens. We are grateful to the 
Brunswick and Coastal Rotaries for 
building the pergola, as well as swings, a picnic table, and a lovely new bench.

Every winter, we produce a Winter Garden Workshop series for the 
community, offering skill-building sessions for gardeners of all abilities. 
This winter we hosted workshops on mushroom cultivation, fruit tree care, 
fermented foods, and soil health. BTLT was proud to partner with Curtis 
Memorial Library for this series and thanks Camden National Bank for their 
sponsorship again this year..

With over 100 gardeners in our growing community, we hope you will visit 
us in the Garden this year. Stop by to visit, join us for an event, or volunteer 
with us! 

Kicking off the 2022 
Farmers’ Market 
Season back at 
Crystal Spring Farm
We are thrilled to begin our 2022 
Farmers’ Market season at Crystal 
Spring Farm after a tumultuous past 
two years of Covid-directed Market 
location changes. We thank our vendors 
and customers alike for their dedication 
to our Market community and strong 
support of our local food system, no 
matter where we set up shop.

We are excited to welcome back 
many of our established vendors and 
have wonderful new additions to our 
Farmers’ Market vendor family as well. 
We hope you will come by to meet 
them — and if you haven’t met our 
Agricultural Programs Coordinator, 
Julia, stop by the BTLT info booth to 
say hello.

While you are at the info booth, you 
can pick up a trail map, use your EBT 
card to get SNAP tokens and bonus 
Maine Harvest Bucks vouchers, check 
out some of our new merchandise (a 
little bird told us the Farmers’ Market 
poster will be returning this year), or 
renew your BTLT membership. In 
addition to picking up everything you 
have on your grocery list, be sure to 
check out the kid’s activity table, listen 
to some music, or join us for one of 
our vendor-hosted events at the Market 
(visit www.btlt.org/events to learn 
more!). Please remember that parking 
at the Market is limited: carpooling and 
biking are always encouraged.

Our first Farmers’ Market will be on 
May 7th, 8:30am-12:30pm. We can’t 
wait to see you!

A Decade of 
Growing, Another 
Year of Growth

Common Good Garden volunteers Barbara, Claudia, Judith, and Harriet work on digging out weeds.

BTLT staff members Julia St.Clair, Jamie Pacheco, 
and Lee Cataldo at the Saturday Farmers’ Market 
at Crystal Spring Farm.
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Have you ever been driving around, waiting for a parking spot at the Market on a Saturday 
morning, and asked yourself – there are all these fields, why can’t we just use them for 
parking? It’s a good question, with a good answer: Crystal Spring Farm was conserved for 
its agricultural value, including some of the best farmland soils in this part of the state. The 
fields around the Market, while currently in fallow, are leased to the farming operation run 
by Seth Kroeck and Maura Bannon, and using those fields for parking would degrade their 
agricultural value, now, and for generations to come.

We have explored moving the Market to another area of the farm. We considered south 
of the solar array, but that land is wet and has a large area of federally mapped wetland, so 
simply is not suitable for the Market. We also considered moving the Market to an area near 
the Tom Settlemire Community Garden off Baribeau Drive. But all of Crystal Spring Farm 
on the north side of Pleasant Hill Road, while owned by BTLT, has an easement held by the 
State of Maine. That agricultural easement will not allow the land to be used for a Market.

BTLT has explored other options as well – in 2018 and 2019 we offered a $2 shuttle service that ran regularly from 
several stops in-town Brunswick, but that service was hardly used. We’ve also tried to encourage bicycling and walking to 
Market, and we encourage parking along Woodside Road and walking the trail to Market, but not seen a significant decrease 
in the number of cars using the parking lot.

After almost two seasons of being at other locations during Covid, at the end of 2021 we surveyed many of you to see if 
you wanted to stay at Brunswick Landing – where parking wasn’t an issue – or return to the Farm. Customers and vendors 
alike told us resoundingly they wanted to return to the Farm, so we did.

BTLT has done our best to make the Market safe and accessible, while working within the constraints of hosting the 
weekly event on land that also grows food for our community. 
We spend many hours each season seeking volunteers and additional staff to help us with parking, setting up 
cones, and keeping everyone safe. If you are willing to help we always need volunteers from 7:30-8:30 and 
12:30-1:30 to set up and take down cones, and from 8:30-10:30 and 10:30-12:30 to help park cars. Contact 
market@btlt.org if you are interested in helping.

We all love the Market and we all love having it on a beautiful working farm. We ask all of you driving to Market to have 
patience as you look for a place to park, and consider that the person helping you find a place is likely a volunteer, so please 
be kind. We also ask every one of you to try to find ways to ride your bike, walk, or carpool to the Market.

Thank you!

BTLT’s Saturday Farmers Market at Crystal Spring Farm, showing surrounding conserved farm fields. Photo FlyRight
Hay being harvested from the fields at 
Crystal Spring FarmWhy isn’t there more parking at 

BTLT’s Saturday Farmers’ Market 
at Crystal Spring Farm?



VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT 

All Your Favorite Events and More
This year, all your favorite BTLT events are back including the Spring Birding Extravaganza, guided Stewardship Tours on 
BTLT properties, and stargazing, as well as demonstrations featuring various vendors at the Saturday Farmers’ Market at 
Crystal Spring Farm.

We happily continue our partnership with Queerly ME (formerly Queers of Greater Portland), to provide intergenerational 
safe spaces for connection, community building, and outdoor exploration amongst the LGBTQIA+ community. This 
partnership has resulted in a guided forage walk, monthly trail meetups, and a series of outdoor events slated for June 2022 
celebrating Pride Month. Learn more by visiting www.btlt.org/events.

You may recognize Sarah Wolpow from 
her local gardening business, SweetFern 
Garden Design. What you may not 
know, however, is that for years she has 
spent the “frozen-ground” months at 
our office, helping our development 
team acknowledge year-end gifts. We’re 
grateful that this year she volunteered 
nearly 100 hours with us, November to 
February.  

When asked what drew her to BTLT, 
she explained:

“I love contributing toward a small 
local organization where you know that it 
is being run with integrity and that every 

donation, penny, and volunteer hour are 
being put to good use. There’s not a lot of 
worry about excess bureaucratic waste or 
bloated salaries, etc.!

I think that protecting land is among 
the most important things we can be doing 
to keep the world more livable and much of 
this work is best done at a local level. I also 
really love BTLT’s recognition of the fact 
that the more people are engaged with their 
local lands, the more committed they will be 
to further protection efforts.”

Thank you, Sarah, for your capable 
work, your attention to detail, and, most 
of all, for your good humor!

Sarah Wolpow

Sara Wolpow and her daughter Kira.

Knate Higgins leading an LGBTQ+ foraging walk at Crystal Spring Farm. Photo Kyle Warnock 
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Community Partner 
Testimonial:
Kevin and Amanda Bunker have been 
BTLT Community Partners since 
2014. When asked about their decision 
to support BTLT financially, Amanda 
explained:

“I felt pretty confident supporting BTLT 
after having volunteered on the BTLT Lands 
Committee and getting an inside look at 
how well-run BTLT is -- it is fantastically 
well-run. How could you not want to support 
BTLT financially if you know it will go to do 
good and there are some super-savvy people 
leading it?”

The recent conservation of Woodward 
Point helped to cement their steadfast 
support. Amanda added:

“As a member of the Brunswick 
Conservation Commission and as a 
Brunswick resident, I’ve always known how 
important Woodward Point is to Brunswick’s 
open space infrastructure in terms of public 
access. When I heard that BTLT and MCHT 
were going to preserve it in perpetuity, I got 
excited and wanted to help.” 

CREA and BTLT Invite the Community 
to Get Active on Climate
BTLT and Cathance River Education Alliance (CREA) partnered earlier this year on 
our climate change speaker series to encourage community members to make climate 
action their New Year’s (and ongoing) resolution.  

The series launched with a consideration of how industry and big business 
have worked (successfully) to deflect blame from their practices that are the 
fundamental driver of climate change. Next, we explored the Maine Won’t Wait 
climate action plan and how our state is leading the way with bold action 
on climate change. Session three delved into the food system – the single 
largest contributor to climate change – and how eating local, seeking out 
food from farms with carbon sequestering practices, and finding ways 
to reduce food waste at every level are imperative. We then considered 
what individuals and local communities can do and are doing to make 
big changes that limit energy use and limit carbon emissions. Session five 
considered the too-often forgotten approach of doing less to solve the 
crisis – travelling less, buying less, wasting less. Finally, the series closed 
with hope – how to stay hopeful in the face of the climate crisis by turning 
anxiety into action.

All six sessions were recorded and can be viewed at www.btlt.org/blog or 
by visiting the BTLT home page and entering “climate” in the search bar.

We look forward to offering additional events over the coming months and 
thank all the volunteers, speakers, and attendees for making the event a wonderful 
success, as well as the Onion Foundation for their support for this program.

Sara Wolpow and her daughter Kira.

Amanda, Kevin, and Natalie Bunker



The steadfast support of members and partners like you fills our hearts with gratitude and our heads with confidence as 
we take on the operating needs, on-going projects, and new initiatives that your gifts help to make possible. With the 
onset of spring comes a flurry of planning for program offerings and stewardship projects, all of which are underwritten 
by membership support. From the Saturday Farmers’ Market, to trail maintenance, to the conservation of new 

properties, to educational offerings like the Climate Change series and our Winter Garden Workshops, to the Tom Settlemire 
Community Garden, to stewardship walks, and so much more, your steadfast support makes our work possible. Thank you.

Please renew your membership by June 30 if you haven’t given since July 1, 2021!
Visit www.btlt.org/donation to renew or join today!

ANNUAL  FUND UPDATE

This fiscal year nearly 74% of our 
FY21 Community Partners (donors of 
$1,000 or more) have already renewed 
their support and we have welcomed an 
astonishing 24 new Community Partners 
since July 1. In that same timeframe, we 
have welcomed 192 new Community 
Members and 18 new business 
supporters, putting us on track to meet 
our total member and partner goal of 

over 1,100. Our mid-year funding 
results tell a similar story. The addition 
of new donors, coupled with the 
renewed support of existing members 
and partners, are putting us on track 
to raise the $63,500 remaining to meet 
our total Annual Fund dollar goal of 
$350,000.

If you have already renewed your 
membership with us this fiscal year, 

Planned Giving: 
BTLT’s 
Legacy Circle
The stewardship of conserved 
land is a forever commitment. By 
arranging a planned gift to the 
Brunswick-Topsham Land Trust – 
whether through a will, living trust, 
or other estate planning vehicle 
– you will become a member of 
BTLT’s Legacy Circle. Your estate 
provision will help to ensure that 
BTLT’s financial resources match 
our responsibility to our mission. 
We are deeply grateful to the 34 
members of our Legacy Circle 
for their expression of loyalty, 
confidence, and support. 
For more information on planned 
giving opportunities, call us at 
(207) 729-7694 or visit 
www.btlt.org/planned-giving.

“As we arrived at that point in our lives when we knew it was 
time to ‘get our affairs in order’ we did a lot of thinking and 
bouncing ideas off each other.  What sealed the deal for us 
in the decision to include BTLT in our estate planning was the 
simple fact that the whole is larger than the sum of the parts.  
BTLT can, and is, protecting land that we feel is important and 
that as a couple we could never do on our own.  The power 
of the group really struck home for us with the Head of Tide 
project right here next door.” 
– John Cullen and Natasha Kempers-Cullen

thank you. We are grateful. If you have 
not yet renewed your membership, we 
encourage you to do so now. And if you 
know someone who frequents our trails, 
shops at the Saturday Farmers’ Market, 
attends our educational or stewardship 
walks, or otherwise enjoys our offerings, 
please invite them to join you as a BTLT 
member. Thank you.
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Business Members

$500+: 
Albert Putnam Associates
Country Fare

$100+: 
Allagash Brewing
Bolos Kitchen, Cantina & Candlepin
Brunswick Dental Health
Brushstrokes by Maria
Chickenscratch
Community Spay-Neuter Clinic
Fairwinds Farm

Fall Design
Freeport Wild Bird Supply
Heidi Boyd LLC
Little Dog Coffee Shop
Mangum and Associates, LLC
Maine Waterside Homes
Mums Plus
Office of Cornelia Viek, CPA

Pretty Flowers
Skillins Greenhouses
Vail’s Tree Service, Inc.
Val Upham Design
Wally J. Staples Builders
Wildflours Gluten-Free Bakery
Wright-Pierce

$250+: 
Gorham Bike and Ski
Grilljam LLC
Maine Pines Racquet & Fitness
Morning Glory Natural Foods
Northern Sun Family Health Care
Patchwork Farm
Portland Pie
Six River Farm LLC
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Thank you 
to the diverse 
business 
community 
that supports 
our work.
Together we are forging 
a path to a sustainable 
future in which the 
MidCoast area will always 
be a special place to live, 
work, and visit.

Brunswick-Topsham 
Land Trust’s 36 Business 
Partners (donors of $1,000 
or more annually) and 
59 Business Members 
(donors of up to $999 
annually) play a key role 
in advancing our mission 
with their unrestricted 
support. To learn more 
about becoming a 
Business Partner or 
Business Member, 
please visit www.btlt.org/
business-partners.

Please help us thank 
business supporters 
by supporting their 
businesses.

BUSINESS PARTNER SPOTLIGHT FROM SMITH LAW, P.A.
“Our firm has been a supporter of the 
Brunswick-Topsham Land Trust for over 
30 years. We have witnessed firsthand 
the positive impact and outcomes that 
its volunteers and staff have generated 
for our community. We regularly use the 
Land Trust’s preserved lands for hiking 
and recreation with our family and 
friends, and we are reminded daily of 
the Land Trust’s good work as we pass 
by conserved land on our commutes. 
To be part of an organization that 
prioritizes the stewardship of our 
beautiful landscapes and natural 
resources for generations to 
come is an honor and privilege that we truly value. In particular, we value our interactions with the exceptionally 
professional and ethical volunteers and staff.”

Smith Law staff members, (left to right) Jodi Satin, Todd Smith, Jim Smith, and Cliodhna O’Malley.

Spivey Surveying Services

$2,500+:

$1,000+:

Pretty Flowers
Skillins Greenhouses
Vail’s Tree Service, Inc.
Val Upham Design
Wally J. Staples Builders
Wildflours Gluten-Free Bakery
Wright-Pierce

Brunswick Instant Printing
Chef Paul
Garbage to Garden
Hannaford Supermarket
Hootenanny Bread

TMA Development Corporation
Urban Garden Center
Welltree, Inc.
WCME Radio
Zu Bakery

Up to $99: 
Apple Creek Farm
Applewald Farm
Banana Banners
Bowdoin Baking Company

Keough Family Farm
Law Office of James A. Dumont, P.C.
Movement Matters
North Spore LLC
Olivia’s Garden

Portland Radio Group
Replenova Farms, LLC
Rousseau Management
Spark Cycling Studio
The McLellan LLC



179 Neptune Drive, Suite 200 
Brunswick, Maine 04011  

2022 Spring Birding Extravaganza 
In collaboration with Kennebec Estuary Land Trust, 
Harpswell Heritage Land Trust, and Maine Coast Heritage Trust  

May 4th | 6:30 pm - 8:30 pm | Winged Wonders of Woodward Point Preserve 
May 7th | 8:30 am – 10:30 am | The Modern Birder: An Introduction to Birding Apps 
May 9th | 4:30 pm – 6:30 pm | Youth Bird Walk 
May 12th | 7:30 am – 10:00 am | Crystal Spring Farm Bird Walk 
May 14th | 8:00 am – 9:30 am | Spring Birding at Otter Brook 
May 25th | 2:30 pm – 4:00 pm | Shorebirds of Harpswell 
June 18th | 10:00 am – 11:00 am | Bobolinks Walk

To learn more, please visit www.btlt.org/birding-2022
Photos David White


