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Version note: These recommendations contain edits and suggestions arising from the Equity 
Subcommittee’s discussion at their meeting on September 23, 2021.  They build substantively on V2 of their 
recommendations, available here.  

 
Cross Cutting Equity Recommendations 

 
Action Area 

from Maine Won’t Wait 
Equity SC recommendation 

 
Establish a new Equity 
Subcommittee of the 
Maine Climate Council to 
set clear equity 
outcomes for proposed 
actions, monitor 
progress and make 
recommendations to 
ensure that programs 
and benefits reach the 
intended populations 
and communities. 

1. The state, through its climate communications and equity work, 
should seek to foster a sense of shared ownership and shared 
prosperity in the climate transition.  
 
 

2. (Procedural Equity) All state policy, program, and other decision-
making processes should seek to enable equitable participation 
from vulnerable and historically underserved communities. Enabling 
equitable participation might include:  

- Paying vulnerable community members for their time 
- Providing wrap around services, such as transportation and 

childcare 
- Increasing access to all programs in languages other than 

English 
- Producing “plain language” guides which help explain 

particular decisions or decision making processes 
- Including representative participants of impacted groups in 

program co-design processes 
- Utilizing existing social networks to engage communities in 

state decision making 
- Adjusting meeting times and locations to enable 

participation by diverse populations 
 

3. The state should develop an optional financial literacy program to 
offer to individuals and small businesses who receive state grants 
and rebates. 

 
4. The State should establish a working group to further coordinate 

the provision of comprehensive social services to every vulnerable 
household in Maine, including weatherization services. The working 
group should consider the adoption of a comprehensive “Crisis to 
Thrive” scale and the adoption of a centralized database to enable 
coordinated provision of services.  

 

https://www.maine.gov/future/sites/maine.gov.future/files/inline-files/EquitySubcommittee_DraftRecommendations_9-23-2021.pdf
https://www.maine.gov/future/sites/maine.gov.future/files/inline-files/EquitySubcommittee_DraftRecommendations_9-23-2021.pdf
Maine Climate Council
Context note for report: Define what we mean y "community" - a neighborhood, a municipality, a tribal nation, an effective community

Maine Climate Council
Context for report from Jason Parent:In this effort, the working group should look at existing resources, such as the work of Maine’s Community Action Agencies, which have adopted a comprehensive service delivery model, using the Whole Family/Two-Generation approach. That effort has included the adoption of a statewide crisis to thrive scale that measures participants in a minimum of seven common domains that range from housing and home energy security to financial stability and food security.Household progress is tracked through a database that is used to measure and report outcomes to several government and funding partners including Maine DHHS and MaineHousing. That software, empowOR, is utilized in other states to better network community non-profit agencies and state government so that data is accessible and presumptive eligibility for numerous programs is better facilitated.Additionally, the State should coordinate with Federal elected officials and departments to advocate for better coordination of funding coming to Maine to better meet the needs of individual households. Measures such as the Two-Generation Economic Empowerment Act, introduced in the U.S. Senate, and others, should be further explored in an effort to better meet the needs of Mainers in a more comprehensive manner.
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The state should additionally develop a one-stop intake process for 
the coordinated provision of social services, including heating and 
weatherization services.  

 

 
 
 

Equity Recommendations: Transportation Sector 
MWW Strategy A: Embrace the Future of Transportation in Maine 
 
To view Version 1 of these transportation recommendations, plus notes from working sessions, please see this 

document. 
Action Area from Maine 

Won’t Wait 
Equity SC recommendation 

1. Accelerate Maine’s 
transition to Electric 
Vehicles (EVs) 

1. The state should explore opportunities to make light duty vehicle 
ownership affordable for low income disadvantaged Mainers. Specific 
suggestions include:  

- Assess the feasibility of a loan loss reserve program pilot for 
qualified-low income customers buying high efficiency 
vehicles or ZEV/PHEVs (DOT, EMT).  

- Assess the feasibility of providing a rebate/feebate for, or 
reduction of, the excise tax levied on new and used electric 
and plug-in vehicles for qualified low-income vehicle owners 
(BMV).  

- EMT, in partnership with GOPIF and DHHS, should consider 
expanding access for low-income Mainers across all clean 
transportation and clean heating incentive programs to 
include any household or individual participating in any state 
or federal means-tested program. 

- EMT should study additional barriers for low income and 
disadvantaged Mainers to access clean vehicle rebates. 

 
2. The state should increase access to EV charging in or adjacent to 

tenant-occupied spaces, including low-income housing and senior 
citizen housing. This might include offering a targeted grant 
program for landlords/tenants, exploring opportunities for EV ready 
building codes in all rental housing, and studying utility make ready 
programs or rate design as a source of funding for these 
improvements. 
 

3. The Department of Education, DEP, DOT, and local school districts, 
should study and recommend clean vehicle alternatives for the 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1LknjAOity9CEsGH2LBeNaq1aBlGuAzXJ/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=117780787169593484806&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1LknjAOity9CEsGH2LBeNaq1aBlGuAzXJ/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=117780787169593484806&rtpof=true&sd=true
Maine Climate Council
Context note for the report: Engaging the voices of multiple stakeholders in this conversation will be critical. Among those who should be included in this initiative is the Invest in Tomorrow Stakeholder Group. The cross-collaborative work group, convened by Maine Equal Justice, includes representation by Maine Community Action Partnership, Maine Chamber of Commerce, Maine Community Foundation, Maine Children’s Alliance and other organizations.

Maine Climate Council
Context for report: renters do not have the ability to buy a clean vehicle because they don't have access to at home charging, where we know that 80% of charging occurs (EMT survey)
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school bus fleet in the state. Clean vehicle incentives should 
prioritize funding in disadvantaged school districts. 

2. Increase fuel 
efficiency and 
alternative fuels 

4. The state should, in collaboration with its partners,  consider 
opportunities to pilot an incentive program for qualified low-income 
households to scrap the lowest efficiency vehicles and replace those 
vehicles with newer, high efficiency vehicles or ZEV/PHEVs.  

Maine Climate Council
Context note for report: equity relationship is between children as more vulnerable populations to low air quality

Maine Climate Council
Given that this recommendation is in the climate plan, consider removing it

Maine Climate Council
Remove given the above
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Action Area Equity SC recommendation 

3. Reduce Vehicle 
Miles Traveled (VMT) 

5. The state and its partners should evaluate ways to incentivize the use 
of shared and active transportation, such as transit and shared rides as 
well as bikeshare programs. Options might include:  
 

- Maine DOT, in partnership with DHHS, DOL, DECD and others, 
should pilot innovative clean transit programs in 
disadvantaged communities (ie: non-drivers, disabled, older 
Mainers, people in recovery). 

- DOT, EMT, and other state agencies should consider 
developing a targeted e-bike pilot for vulnerable and low 
income Mainers.  

- Maine DOT should update the Maine Complete Streets policy 
to further incentivize a switch to active transportation and 
transit, while addressing existing safety concerns associated 
with the use of non-car transportation. The state should 
provide support to communities to conduct active 
transportation studies.  

- Through its process to update Maine’s Strategic Vision of 
Transit,  Maine DOT should study opportunities for shared 
vehicle/rides using existing state operated transportation 
infrastructure. Maine DOT should also investigate additional 
types of trips that Mainers would like to be able to take using 
transit, as well as the barriers and challenges facing non 
drivers, including working with DHHS to understand health 
considerations for those who aren’t driving.  

- Maine DOT should study the total cost of operations for 
electric ferries, and its impact on future customer prices.  

- Maine DOT should establish public educational content about 
public health, shared rides, and transit to address rider 
hesitancy 

 
6. The state should encourage employers to maintain remote access 

capabilities, and should provide associated funding to those low-
income Mainers who have the ability to work remotely but not the 
necessary broadband, technology, infrastructure, or space; this may 
include piloting public shared working spaces and access to childcare 
services 
 

Other 
Recommendations 

7. BMV should study the potential to increase access to licensing services 
for undocumented and underdocumented Mainers (transportation 
access). 
 

Maine Climate Council
Example: VT and CO programs for folks in recovery
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Summary of data 
needs and future 
research  

- How far do Mainers travel to recreate (to work, to live, etc)? Are there 
opportunities to invest in local recreational opportunities (e.g., local 
rec centers), working locations, etc particularly in rural communities, 
which would increase economic vitality and reduce driving?  
 

- How do we account for systems of reciprocity in total cost of vehicle 
ownership analysis? 

Maine Climate Council
Rephrase as a recommendation: the state should study opportunities for recreation

Maine Climate Council
Potential revision: The state should study detailed driver behavior in rural or otherwise geographically isolated communities, considering how far drivers in these communities travel to access work, school, healthcare, shopping, and recreational needs. The state should invest resources in development of targeted facilities and services in those communities traveling the furthest, in order to increase economic vitality and reduce driving. (Alternate: the state should invest resources in public transportation opportunities)

Maine Climate Council
For subcommittee: please tie to equity and a climate strategy
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Equity Recommendations: Buildings Sector 
Strategy B: Modernize Maine’s Buildings: Energy Efficient, Smart and Cost-Effective Homes and 
Businesses 
 
To view Version 1 of these buildings/energy efficiency recommendations, plus notes from working sessions, 
please see this document. 

Action Area Equity SC recommendation 
1. Transition to 
cleaner heating and 
cooling systems 
and efficient 
appliances 

1. The state, working with EMT, Maine Housing, and others, should 
consider developing pilot programs and incentives targeted at the 
adoption of clean building, heating, and renewable energy solutions by 
landlords, particularly in rural and low-income communities.  

 
2. The state should ensure that heating assistance eligible residents can 

transfer heating assistance payments from fossil sources to electricity 
bills when participating in heat pump installations. The potential for 
increased electric bills is a significant barrier for those considering 
electrifying.  
 

2. Accelerate 
efficiency 
improvements to 
existing buildings 

3. The state, in partnership with MHSA, CAP agencies, EMT, tribal 
communities, and others, should conduct an assessment to identify 
those communities and individuals with the poorest, least healthy, 
least efficient housing stock in the state. The state should prioritize the 
allocation of resources for building upgrades and weatherization 
services for those communities/housing structures determined most 
vulnerable.  
 

4. The state, in partnership with tribal communities, should identify 
vulnerable homeowners who are at increased risk of losing their 
homes due to inability to access weatherization/home retrofit services 
or other energy benefits, such as owners of older (20+ year) mobile 
homes and structurally unfit older homes. The state should conduct a 
thorough review of state/federally funded programs such as 
weatherization, CHIP – Central Heating Improvement Program, mobile 
home replacement and others to assess what opportunities might 
exist to adjust program guidelines which allow those homeowners to 
be rehomed in safe and efficient housing or to maintain existing 
housing for these individuals where possible and cost effective. Special 
attention should be paid to consideration for allowances to retrofit 
larger properties for zoned heating/living, changeover of heating 
systems to alternative energy options, and the opportunity to expand 
the number of mobile home replacements by broadening program 
guidelines and expanding funding.The state should develop programs. 
 

5. Recognizing that some low-income and otherwise marginalized Maine 
people whom are eligible for weatherization assistance or energy bill 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/18RMVceN0uiZCm4DpvxPst373lOweO0yJ/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=117780787169593484806&rtpof=true&sd=true
Maine Climate Council
Context for report: residential housing stock is the clearest example of intersection between people and buildings, so this is where the subcommittee focused its recommendations. This is not to discount the emissions related to commercial and industrial buildings.

Maine Climate Council
Question for subcommittee: are there additional recommendations from MCC working groups that apply to this section (ie public health)?
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assistance including LIHEAP are currently not receiving it; and that the 
coordinated provision of weatherization services in households which 
receive energy bill assistance can decrease the overall energy burden 
of the household and reduce reliance on subsidies, the state, in 
partnership with EMT, OPA, MSHA, and other partners,  should: 

a. Publish a baseline assessment of the number of homes which 
need weatherization assistance, and should develop a 
plan/coordinated resources to ensure that all households 
which receive heating and other energy bill assistance have 
access to retrofit, weatherization and other energy demand 
reduction services. 

b. Identify and address access barriers in vulnerable populations 
who are eligible for LIHEAP or other energy benefits but who 
are not currently accessing those benefits. Barriers might 
include linguistic isolation, literacy, and challenges related to 
understanding the application process, amongst others. 

c. assess opportunities for improvement in the administration of 
LIHEAP funding, including barriers to total expenditure of 
funds each year. These barriers might include access to 
contractors, and the ability to fund year-round administrative 
positions in CAP agencies, amongst others. 

 
6. All rebates which are offered for cleaner heating, transportation, or 

related goods and services should be offered point of sale, vs mail-
in/reimbursement. Capital expenses are a barrier to the participation 
of low-income Mainers.  

 
3. Advance the 
design and 
construction of new 
buildings 

7. The state should collaborate with municipalities across the state to 
provide increased access to (and coordination of) shared services for 
building code development and enforcement,  as well as increased 
training opportunities for builders/contractors, architects/designers, 
and local officials. 
 

5. “Lead by 
Example” in 
publicly funded 
buildings 

8. Maine Housing should incentivize the construction and renovation of 
affordable and available housing which meets the standards or 
Enterprise Green Community, Passive House, or comparable 
standards.  
 

9. The state of Maine should conduct a comprehensive housing 
assessment to identify the number of unhoused or inadequately 
housed Maine people, including those in structurally unfit homes, to 
help determine necessary investment in housing stock across the 
state.  
 

10. Maine Housing should coordinate with other state agencies and 
partners who provide access to funding for, and educational resources 

Maine Climate Council
Recommendation to group these all under an access heading; see revised text.

Maine Climate Council
Context for report: The federal government has announced an initiative to address threats from extreme heat, including greater assistance to LIHEAP for cooling programs. https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2021/09/20/fact-sheet-biden-administration-mobilizes-to-protect-workers-and-communities-from-extreme-heat/

Maine Climate Council
Context for report: Maine last did a comprehensive housing assessment in 2009.
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about,  clean energy technologies and services, in order to adopt those 
technologies and services in affordable housing developments and to 
market those opportunities within their housed communities.  
 

Other 
recommendations 

11. GEO should conduct a study on the potential for gentrification and 
displacement and associated price impacts when improving houses, 
and policy options for managing this and other unintended 
consequences. 
 

12. Prioritize engagement in frontline communities to increase awareness 
of financing and rebate options and increase technical assistance for 
energy burden reduction initiatives. 

 

Maine Climate Council
Context note for report: Gentrification and displacement are a big concern as housing stock is improved and gentrification sounds neutral, but displacement gets to the impact of gentrification which often disproportionately affects communities of color and very rural, low wealth communities.Sources:IN MAINEhttps://umaine.edu/news/blog/2016/08/23/fishing-communities-need-prepare-gentrification-challenges-say-umaine-researchers/https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/56781eb366f1485e8ffd7c96b16f133fGENERALhttps://www.frbsf.org/community-development/initiatives/gentrification-and-displacement/https://news.stanford.edu/2020/12/01/gentrification-disproportionately-affects-minorities/https://www.urbandisplacement.org/gentrification-explainedhttps://invisiblepeople.tv/gentrification-leads-to-homelessness/https://phys.org/news/2020-12-science-gentrification-disproportionately-affects-minorities.htmlThis article from Shelterforce does a good job at getting more explicit about the different things people are talking about when they talk about “gentrification.”https://shelterforce.org/2021/08/17/what-does-gentrification-really-mean/c



Maine Won’t Wait: A Four-Year Plan for Climate Action 
Equity Subcommittee Recommendations Related to Each Action Area 
October 2021, V3 
 

 

 
Equity Recommendations: Energy Sector 
Strategy C: Reduce Carbon Emissions in Maine's Energy and Industrial Sectors through Clean Energy 
Innovation 
 
To view Version 1 of these energy/industrial sector recommendations, plus notes from working sessions, please 
see this document. 

Action Area Equity SC recommendation 

1. Ensure adequate 
affordable clean 
energy supply 

 
1. Program design for new clean energy programs, as well as energy-

related stakeholder groups,  must include representatives of LMI 
communities and the participation of frontline communities.  
 

2. Communities that host large scale renewable projects should receive 
clean energy benefits, as identified by the community, from those 
projects. GEO should publish guidance to help municipalities and 
frontline industries directly impacted by this development access 
consistent and equitable community benefits; this guidance should 
include a mechanism for racial and equity analyses. Note that this 
requires considering inherent bias in cost benefit analyses. 
 

3. The state should work with utilities to explore opt-out models for 
renewable energy project participation, where those models would 
provide a cleaner and less expensive electricity mix to consumers (ie, 
subscription community solar models).  
 

4. GEO should continue to work with the legislature, the PUC, utilities, 
and Efficiency Maine Trust to assess the viability of on-bill financing 
programs to allow homeowners to borrow money for energy upgrades 
and make repayments over time via the utility bill.  

 
5.  

 
 

6. GOPIF, in collaboration with DEP and the PUC (along with other 
agencies) should add an equity assessment review to existing review 
standards for all projects that require a new Site Location or 
Development Act permit, as well as permitting processes for new 
energy infrastructure at the PUC.  
 

7. The PUC should examine emerging best practices for incorporating 
equity into community solar and other community-owned distributed 
energy programs, including the Community Renewable program (P.L. 
2015 ch. 232) and clean energy procurements under Chapter 477. 
 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1g8JnXoNE-Sc5aAOtRJqIoeXmHijVkZsr/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=117780787169593484806&rtpof=true&sd=true
http://www.maine.gov/mpuc/electricity/documents/PublicLaw232.pdf
http://www.maine.gov/mpuc/electricity/documents/PublicLaw232.pdf
Maine Climate Council
Context note for report: the state and federal government have already begun discussions on guidance for compensation for fishermen in offshore wind.

Maine Climate Council
Question for subcommittee: unintended consequences? Do you wish to make this more specific to natural heritage industries?

Maine Climate Council
Question for subcommittee: please clarify what you mean here

Maine Climate Council
Context for report: this is ongoing, use as context

Maine Climate Council
Combined with # 1 above
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8. DEP, in partnership with other state departments, should work with 
the legislature and with other northeastern states to study 
opportunities and challenges associated with PV and offshore wind 
decommissioning, including both battery disposal and the 
development of secondary markets in Maine. These studies should 
explicitly consider location of, and impacts from, potential future 
disposal facilities within marginalized communities and communities 
of color. 
 

Other 
Recommendations 

9. The Governor’s Office of Policy Innovation and the Future in 
collaboration with the Maine Public Utilities Commission, the Office of 
the Public Advocate, MaineHousing and other partners, should 
conduct a comprehensive assessment of energy burden across Maine. 
This assessment should identify actions which reduce energy burden 
for the most vulnerable Mainers, both through the revision of existing 
programs and in the adoption of new programs and proposals, and 
should establish measurable targets for reduction of energy burden 
over time.  
 

10. The newly established Clean Energy and Sustainability Accelerator 
should consider incorporating LMI incentives (or similar mechanisms, 
including asset-tied financing) that lower barriers to access, 
particularly in tenant occupied housing.. The Accelerator should 
additionally explore partnerships with community service 
organizations, such as MaineHousing and CAPs, to coordinate services 
and programs.   
 

Summary of data 
needs and future 
research  

- Is there an opportunity for the Office of the Public Advocate to serve 
additional vulnerable or disadvantaged populations? 
 

- Is electric system reliability inequitably distributed? Are costs 
associated with system reliability improvements equitably distributed? 
 

- Does Northern Maine experience unique challenges related to energy 
cost, reliability, access to energy-related economic opportunities or 
other energy services? 

 
 
 

 
 

 
Equity Recommendations: Energy Sector/Natural and Working Lands and Waters 
Strategy D: Grow Maine’s Clean Energy Economy and Protect Our Natural Resource Industries 
 

http://www.mainelegislature.org/legis/bills/getPDF.asp?paper=HP1230&item=3&snum=130
Maine Climate Council
https://www.mainelegislature.org/legis/bills/bills_129th/chapters/PUBLIC477.asp

Maine Climate Council
Question for the subcommittee: do you want to turn these into recommendations, associated with which climate strategy?
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Action Area Equity SC recommendation 

1. Support the ability 
of Maine’s natural 
resource economies 
to adapt to climate 
change impacts and 
new market 
opportunities. 

 
1. The state should study the current demographic makeup of Maine’s 

natural heritage industry workers, and should identify opportunities 
and drivers of change to increase diversity within this industry. 
 

2. The state should study the barriers to new Mainers and other 
vulnerable individuals who wish to enter heritage industries, including 
lack of access to capital and immigration/visa requirements which 
limit ability to relocate with family members, as well as unique skills 
they may bring to the field.  The state should pilot programs to 
address these barriers. 

 
3. The state should study how climate driven uncertainty will continue to 

impact the fishing industry, and should identify current and additional 
opportunities for diversification (aquaculture, seaweed, shellfish, etc) 
within this industry for those workers at risk of losing their 
jobs/livelihoods.  

 
4. The state should prioritize economic development investments in 

economic diversification of natural heritage industries in the most 
vulnerable communities first, with a focus on increasing diverse 
(people of color, women) participation in these industries.  
 

5. The state should make resources available to natural heritage 
industries to pursue value added environmentally friendly 
certifications, such as B Corps and Certified Organic, as well as 
democratic ownership structures such as cooperatives.  
 

6. In partnership with the University of Maine Cooperative Extension and 
the private sector, as well as with the Resolve To End Hunger in Maine 
by 2030,  the state should explore agricultural opportunities 
associated with growing new crops sustainably in a changing Maine 
climate.  
 

7. The State should continue to provide incentives for, and should pilot, 
clean technology and clean fuels transition in natural heritage 
industries, particularly for those small businesses and self-employed 
individuals at the margin.  Pilots should seek to facilitate peer-to-peer 
learning.  
 

Maine Climate Council
Context for report: some Maine lobstermen are using biofuels, and Maine DOT may provide access to biodiesel for some of these applications...https://howwerespond.aaas.org/community-spotlight/fisheries-in-maine-rally-to-reduce-their-carbon-footprint-and-increase-sustainability/
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2. Clean energy jobs 
and businesses in 
Maine 

8. In partnership with the Department of Labor, DECD, private industry, 
and others, the state should develop a comprehensive approach to 
just transition, including adopting a comprehensive definition and 
prioritizing workforce retraining initiatives,  especially in those 
industries and communities most threatened by climate change.  
These retraining programs must be developed in close collaboration 
with impacted communities and industries.  

 
9. The state should document the current diversity of clean energy sector 

workers, and opportunities to increase access to these jobs for 
underserved communities. Clean energy workforce training 
opportunities should seek to recruit women and people of color, and 
should be accessible to Mainers from across the state. These programs 
should decrease barriers to entry for vulnerable Mainers, through the 
provision of wrap around services, payment for training opportunities, 
and other opportunities.  

 
10. The state, in partnership with CTEs, community colleges, and other 

training partners, should conduct a statewide study of workforce 
availability to meet current and projected needs for energy 
assessments, audits, and weatherization technicians. This study should 
assess any projected workforce shortages across the state and should 
recommend training programs/pathways and other mechanisms 
designed to increase access to well-paying jobs in these fields for 
historically disadvantaged or underemployed Mainers. 

 
11. GOPIF and GEO should partner with DOL to provide info on clean 

energy career and job training opportunities to 
unemployed/underemployed Mainers.  

 
12. The state should explore barriers to entry into clean energy careers 

related to licensure, and should align with best practices informed by 
both industry partners and other states/jurisdictions.  

 
13. GOPIF should consider opportunities to increase job training 

opportunities for auto mechanics in disadvantaged communities, 
prioritizing programs with EV readiness training.  
 
 

3. Shovel-Ready 
infrastructure projects 

14. The state should compile a list of vulnerable infrastructure identified 
through prior planning processes, and develop a plan for assessing this 
infrastructure for climate vulnerability as well as funding infrastructure 
resilience upgrades. When determining which infrastructure to 
upgrade first, the state should prioritize infrastructure which is both 
critical and identified as important to the host community. 

 

Maine Climate Council
Context for report: Through the Governor’s Maine Jobs and Recovery Plan and the Clean Energy Partnership, the state will expand high school training programs to provide clean energy workforce skills training and programming to youth. (was previously recommendation 14)

Maine Climate Council
Context note for report: perhaps a footnote that the equity subcommittee suggested  the electrical trade and ratio of how many apprentices a master electrician can oversee is burdensome to getting more electricians into the field.
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Equity Recommendations: Natural and Working Lands and Waters 
Strategy E: Protect Maine’s Environment and Working Lands and Waters, Promote 
Natural Climate Solutions and Increase Carbon Sequestration 
 
To view Version 1 of these natural and working lands and waters sector recommendations, plus 
notes from working sessions, please see this document. 

 
Action Area Equity SC recommendation 

1. Protect natural 
and working lands 
and waters 

1. The state should explore the distribution of green space and access to 
it, especially in historically disadvantaged communities. This should 
include assessing the diversity of visitorship at state owned parks and 
other sites, access to working and recreational waterfronts, and 
equitable participation in the Land for Maine’s Future program.  
 

2. Working together with tribal representatives, the state’s natural 
resource agencies should continue to explore opportunities for 
repatriation, cooperative ownership or management of land with 
tribal nations   
 

3. The state should incorporate equity considerations into grant scoring 
for all natural-space related grants, such as criteria which prioritize 
use of funding for street trees in town centers and urban areas, 
particularly in low income or otherwise disadvantaged communities. 
 

2. Develop new 
incentives to 
increase carbon 
storage 

 
4. Working with the University of Maine and other partners, the state 

should study potential opportunities and challenges associated with 
carbon pricing mechanisms (ie carbon tax, fee, etc) for Maine-based 
industries, particularly natural heritage industries and others heavily 
dependent on high-carbon fuels and/or highly vulnerable to climate 
changes.   

 
 

4. Improve 
monitoring to 
understand and 
manage the 
response to 
climate change 

5. The State should encourage just principles for climate, 
environmental, and socioeconomic data collection and ownership 
through the climate research and monitoring hub and in state agency 
climate research/monitoring work, and should prioritize community 
participatory approaches in data collection which ensure 
transparency and build trust. Data principles might include but not be 
limited to: 

a. Disaggregation of data by age, race, ethnicity, gender, 
disability, geography, and other sociodemographic factors 
 

6. The State should encourage the collection of climate and 
environmental data at scales relevant to Mainers and encourage the 
sharing of data in an accessible way, for example through the 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/14u81ymPuchmdSAVZP4jk6cEvjkuhfR2O/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=117780787169593484806&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://www.maine.gov/dacf/lmf/#:%7E:text=The%20Land%20for%20Maine's%20Future%20Program%20is%20the%20State%20of,purchase%20lands%20of%20statewide%20importance.
Maine Climate Council
Context for report: highlight potential disproportionate impact of carbon pricing regimes on industries heavily dependent on fossil fuels, particularly where those industries might have an important role in culture or sequestration.
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establishment of a coastal and marine information exchange. 
 

7. Finally, the state’s climate data platform should value and honor the 
role of traditional environmental knowledge, especially from tribal 
nations. 
 

8.  
 

Maine Climate Council
This is a recommendation in the climate plan, consider removing?

Maine Climate Council
Removed per above.
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ESC recommendation: Engaging Maine People and Communities and Resilient Infrastructure 
Strategy F: Build Healthy and Resilient Communities 
 
To view Version 1 of these engaging the public and infrastructure resilience recommendations, 
plus notes from working sessions, please see this document. 
 

Action Area Equity SC recommendation 

1. Empower local and 
regional community 
resilience efforts 

1. All local climate vulnerability analyses should include robust 
opportunities for public engagement and education, at all stages in 
the process. 

 
2. The state should support development of climate resilience planning 

guidance for communities, and should provide assistance to 
communities to run these planning processes. This guidance should 
include the development of a consolidated list of organizations that 
provide resources for community resilience and climate action.  
Guides and process assistance should be made available in languages 
other than English.  

 
3. State climate vulnerability funding programs should establish equity 

metrics to ensure that equitable amounts of funding and other 
assistance reach communities across Maine. At a minimum, to 
establish such metrics, state climate vulnerability funding programs 
should track program participation data by age, race, ethnicity, 
gender, disability, geography, and other sociodemographic factors. 
 

4. Citizen climate action groups should be supported and empowered to 
facilitate access to sources of funding/assistance, especially in 
communities with limited municipal leadership on this issue. 

 
5.  
 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/11lG6NoyubdqZlNH2z70NqLcYzC8-2p28/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=117780787169593484806&rtpof=true&sd=true
Maine Climate Council
Question for subcommittee: how would you like to incorporate environmental or racial equity impact assessments?

Maine Climate Council
Context for report: this is ongoing action as part of the forthcoming municipal partnership program, which will include both potential funding opportunities as well as connections to various technical assistance opportunities on this and other topics.
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4. Public health 
monitoring, 
education, and 
prevention 

6. The state’s natural hazard emergency alert system should take into 
account variability in people’s ability to respond, and should offer a 
menu of options for risk reduction. The state should increase 
information about accessing this program in vulnerable communities. 
 

7. The Maine CDC should study the opportunity to use community 
health readiness assessments to assess ability to adapt or respond to 
climate vulnerability.  

 
8. The state should provide access to free psychological resilience 

resources geared towards addressing climate-driven trauma.  
 

9. The MECDC, in partnership with Maine DEP, should develop guidance 
for evaluating multi-pollutant cumulative impact in mixed-use zones. 

 
10. GOPIF should work with DEP, MECDC, the University of Maine, and 

other partners to explore opportunities to gather increasingly local air 
quality data across Maine communities; and to provide additional 
information about the relationship between pollutant exposure and 
health impact.  

 
11. Maine DEP should encourage idling restrictions and promulgate 

model municipal policy in densely populated urban and village areas, 
and in other areas determined to experience disproportionate 
exposure to and harm from transportation emissions (schools, 
hospitals, etc). Maine DEP should also study opportunities for 
increased enforcement and education related to existing initiatives. 

 
12. The state should study health impacts from fossil fuel combustion in 

natural heritage industry workers, as well as workers in other 
industries whom are disproportionately exposed to or dependent on 
fossil fuels; and should identify opportunities, including through the 
use of biodiesel, to address these exposures.  

 
13. The state should study health outcomes in low income or rural 

communities primarily dependent on fossil fuel combustion for 
heating.  

 
14. The state should study health impacts associated with environmental 

siting decisions in communities (ie native people near paper mills, 
PFAS exposure in dairy industry, etc).  

Maine Climate Council
Context for report: MECDC is working on this (seeking additional information from Rebecca Lincoln)

Maine Climate Council
Context for report: potential example at https://www.missoulaclimate.org/uploads/4/3/2/6/43267085/communityreadinessreport_climatesmartmsla_spring2016.pdf

Maine Climate Council
Context for report:MECDC's new grant will provide resources for allergen monitoring: https://www.themainemonitor.org/maines-pollen-problem-is-nothing-to-sneeze-at/LD 163 directed DEP to revise its rules for air quality related to petroleum storage tanks: https://legislature.maine.gov/bills/getPDF.asp?paper=HP0119&item=7&snum=130

Maine Climate Council
Context for report: MCC public health report, page 12/13 - wood stove exchange programhttps://www.maine.gov/future/sites/maine.gov.future/files/inline-files/PublicHealthSubgroup_FinalStrategyRecommendations_June2020.pdfPage 12/13:We also suggest education about the health effects of wood smoke. According to the U.S.Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), “The biggest health threat from smoke is from fineparticles, also called fine particulate matter or PM2.5. These microscopic particles can get intoyour eyes and respiratory system, where they may cause burning eyes, runny nose, and illnesses,such as bronchitis. Fine particles can make asthma symptoms worse and trigger asthma attacks.Fine particles can also trigger heart attacks, stroke, irregular heart rhythms, and heart failure, especially in people who are already at risk for these conditions.” Thus, in addition to education,an additional strategy could be a wood stove exchange program. This type of program wouldreduce carbon and other greenhouse gas emissions because of the higher efficiency of newerwoodstoves.(page 14) For the wood stove exchange program, the American Lung Associationis currently administering a wood stove changeout program using EPAfine funding in Cumberland County. Replicating this program with MEDEP violation funding could be a possibility.

Maine Climate Council
Context for report: Proposed LD 1639, Section 7: http://www.mainelegislature.org/legis/bills/getPDF.asp?paper=SP0523&item=1&snum=130E. For a proposed facility or the expansion of a facility, is not inconsistent withensuring environmental justice for the community in which the facility or expansion isproposed.

Maine Climate Council
For discussion by equity subcommittee: is there something specific you want to convey with this recommendation, or specific siting decisions you'd like to reference?
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ESC recommendation: Engaging Maine People and Communities and Resilient Infrastructure 
Strategy G: Invest in Climate-Ready Infrastructure 

Action Area Equity SC recommendation 

1. Assess climate vulnerability 
and provide climate-ready design 
guidance 

1. The state should assess the climate vulnerability of 
groundwater systems and wells, particularly where there 
exists potential exposure to increased rates of salinization. 
The state should propose solutions for any vulnerable areas 
identified.   

2. State Infrastructure 
Adaptation Fund & 
predevelopment assistance 

2. The state should identify priority communities for piloting 
the infrastructure adaptation fund, as well as prioritization 
criteria to apply to competing projects and other proposals. 
Consideration should be given to factors including climate 
vulnerability and risk, but also sociodemographic factors, 
income level, planning and engineering capacity, and 
cultural/historic significance of infrastructure, amongst 
other factors. 

 
3. In addition to providing project funding, the state’s 

infrastructure adaptation fund should either fund, or 
package existing sources of funding for, risk assessment, 
planning, and engineering design, particularly in 
communities with limited resources. 
 

4. The state should help municipalities raise long term funding 
for long-term infrastructure projects 

 
5. The state should explore the development of a menu of 

resilient infrastructure project recommendations, as well as 
expand on existing centralized lists of vendors to provide 
vulnerability assessment, planning, design, and 
construction services.  

 
6. The state should consider mandating a climate risk 

disclosure requirement for certain investments.  

Maine Climate Council
Context for report: please include references to wells/private water systems from the public health group's recommendations: https://www.maine.gov/future/sites/maine.gov.future/files/inline-files/PublicHealthSubgroup_FinalStrategyRecommendations_June2020.pdf
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ESC recommendation: Engaging Maine People and Communities and Resilient Infrastructure 
Strategy H: Engage with Maine People and Communities about Climate Impacts and Program 
Opportunities 

Action Area Equity SC recommendation 

1. Raise awareness about climate 
change impacts and 
opportunities 

1. Climate engagement opportunities 
designed/offered/incentivized by the state and its 
partners should be accessible across all forms of media, 
and should be delivered through trusted partners to 
reach vulnerable populations. In designing and offering 
programs to reach vulnerable populations (ie, 
neighborhoods with low literacy, high linguistic isolation, 
high elderly or youth populations, etc), the state should 
work in close partnership with on-the-ground 
organizations. 

 
2. The state should explore opportunities to use its climate 

engagement/communications to build psychological 
resilience to climate change/variability.  
 

3. Start the “Maine Climate 
Corps” for climate-related 
workforce development 

3. Volunteer Maine should incorporate equity into 
plans for the Maine Climate Corps program. 
Equitable measures might include multilingual or 
otherwise targeted outreach, as well as provision 
of wrap-around services to ensure equitable 
participation, as well as focused recruitment of 
corps members from disadvantaged/vulnerable 
communities. 

 
 

Maine Climate Council
Context for report: some language on sociocultural resilience (Jess Scott)Resilience in ecological systems is about how these systems maintain their integrity, while in social systems the concept is more complex and diffuse. In a social systems literature, resilience connotes adaptation of the character, culture, activities and decision processes of communities toward refined agility in response to extreme situations. The relationship between social and ecological resilience developed into a broader understanding of community resilience (Adger, 2000) Adger, W. Neil. "Vulnerability." Global environmental change16, no. 3 (2006): 268-281.By 2005, the United Nations Hyogo Framework for Action situated resilience as an international agenda item by introducing the language of resilient communities–such as cities, neighborhoods, and networks –a precursor to further advancements in development studies. https://www.preventionweb.net/files/1037_hyogoframeworkforactionenglish.pdfResilience: “The capacity of a system, community or society potentially exposed to hazards to adapt,by resisting or changing in order to reach and maintain an acceptable level of functioning andstructure This is determined by the degree to which the social system is capable of organising itself toincrease this capacity for learning from past disasters for better future protection and to improve riskreduction measures.” UN/ISDR. Geneva 2004.

Maine Climate Council
Context for report: some information that you may find of interest as it relates to the committee's recommendation about Climate Corps. If the Corps is developed as a single or even set of programs that use AmeriCorps resources, the AmeriCorps national service program not only has made some recent improvements to support participation in service by all, but has some long-standing supports that many are not aware of.The long-standing ones are health care and child care as well as reimbursement of travel to a service site. Accommodations for individuals with disabilities is also a federally paid support for AmeriCorps members. And, under the HEART Act, SSI benefits paid to individuals are not impacted by the AmeriCorps living allowance amount.The improvement from about 3 years ago is a mental health support service that operates like an EAP. The most recent improvement is the living allowance which programs can set at anywhere between $16,000 and $21,000 without using local resources. They can actually go up to $30,000 but the program federal funds (paid on a set amount per FTE) would not cover the entire amount. The Maine Commission (Volunteer Maine) and our counterparts across the country are pushing to get the federal share to the point it covers the equivalent of $15/hour. Depending on final disposition of pending legislation, that could happen in 2022.It is probably worth noting that the post-service education award and child care costs are not part of a granteeâ€™s budget.We fully concur regarding outreach strategies and ensuring those who serve reflect their own communities. One hurdle with AmeriCorps is the requirement a person be a citizen or hold a specific legal alien status. Again, the states have proposed changes in the federal law that would loosen that requirement but the path through federal legislation on this point will take longer.For any portion of the Climate Corps that would not be reliant on AmeriCorps federal dollars for funding, the eligibility issue is gone but costs for health,


