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A Mid Coast Kayak Builds Community 

Brunswick-Topsham Land Trust gifted hand crafted 
kayak to stir Mid Coast generosity during a $7 million 
campaign 
Few kayaks generate this much attention and fewer yet do so much to build our 
community. The Navigator, a 17-foot long cedar strip kayak that will be raffled off this 
year, is drawing attention throughout Mid-coast Maine to shed light on new education 
opportunities, burgeoning children’s programs, and the farm-to-table work being done by 
the Brunswick-Topsham Land Trust 
 
 
Contact:  Peter Greeno, Director of Development, Brunswick-Topsham Land Trust;  

(207) 729-7694; peter@btlt.org 
Media kit with full resolution images is available at: www.btlt.org/news 

 
 
Brunswick, Maine – August 11, 2014: For a third time, Brunswick residents and Land 
Trust members Marty Wilk, and Kerford Marchant, have built a beautiful piece of 
floating art. By now it comes naturally. Nature provides us with a long winter, and they 
responded with hours spent delving into projects in their workshop near the conserved 
lands of the Brunswick-Topsham Land Trust. 
 
Some projects however, take on a life of their own 

Over the past two winters, Wilk and Marchant put over 800 hours into building their third 
hull. Even more remarkable is that after pouring their heart and soul into the creation of 
the kayak they then chose to give away to benefit the larger community they both love 
and support in many ways. 
 
The decision to give the kayak to the Land Trust was made before it was built. Wilk and 
Marchant have long been supporters of the Land Trust, and took on the challenge to build 
something truly unique to call attention to the Land Trust’s efforts throughout the region. 
 
A show stopper 

Displayed weekly at the Brunswick-Topsham Land Trust’s Farmers’ Market at Crystal 
Spring Farm, the Brunswick Art Walk and other locations, almost every passer by stops 
to run their fingers along the glassy deck. 
 
At 17 feet 2 ½ inches long, it has the honey and molasses coloring of a true cedar strip 
kayak. The builders cut each strip on the deck by hand, carefully fitting them to jigs in 
their workshop in Brunswick. The sides and hull are rich with the puzzle joints and 
compound curves formed in okoume plywood that looks as if it were solid mahogany. 
 



This is no ordinary kayak 

“It’s designed to be used” says Wilk, “the deck and hull are lined with fiberglass and 
epoxy resin that make it durable over time.” In fact, Wilk and Marchant added a layer of 
fiberglass and several layers of epoxy beyond what the plans suggested, and it still 
weighs in at less than 58 pounds. 
 
The final result, a piece of art that can hold a 240 pound paddler and his gear, while 
gliding effortlessly through the ocean waters of nearby Middle Bay, Maquoit Bay, or 
beyond. 
 
So they gave it away 

It isn’t often that two friends put such intense labor into building a craft and then give it 
away, but that is exactly what Wilk and Marchant did in late April. The kayak is being 
raffled off on November 1st at the Land Trust’s last Farmers’ Market of the season on the 
Land Trust’s Crystal Spring Farm, with tickets being sold where-ever it goes. 
 
Wilk and Marchant explain what they are attempting to accomplish with this gift: 
 

“Land Trusts’ aren’t just about conserving land anymore. They’re about 

rebuilding the relationships that young generations have with nature, getting 

them out where they can explore, exercise and come to understand the impact 

we have on the world around us, and how those relationships with nature 

impact our emotional well being as a culture.” 

 
Land Trust 2.0 is how others describe the recent shift in focus for many land trusts 
around the country. At last count, there were over 90 land trusts in Maine, but only a 
handful are successfully making the shift from focusing solely on conserving habitat, to 
introducing educational programs for our local schools, greasing the wheels for new local 
food hubs, investing in local farm programs and working with public libraries to 
introduce new teaching tools. 
 
A new direction: forever 

The Brunswick-Topsham Land Trust is at the forefront of this work, entering a $7 million 
dollar campaign in 2011. Earlier this year, that campaign went public during a May 2 
celebration on the Pennellville meadow where the organization began in 1985. 
 

"The kayak is a superb boat, a wonderful combination of design and 

craftsmanship. As a design, it is both elegant and powerful, a true sea 

kayak with lines drawn for handling even rough conditions. As 

craftsmanship, it is stunningly well executed, practically flawless, with a 

gorgeous pattern of woodwork on the deck. Its looks belie its practicality 

though, since it has a tough fiberglass skin, the kayak is made to be put to 

regular use.” Lloyd Van Lunen, Member, Board of Directors at the 

Brunswick-Topsham Land Trust 

 



The Land Trust received national recognition in 2012 when it became accredited in the 
first wave of the national Land Trust Association’s new accreditation program, calling 
organizations to new standards to ensure that work was done to high standards. 
 

“It is a very difficult thing to put theory into practice sometimes” notes 

Peter Greeno, the Land Trust’s Director of Development.  

 

“We’re not just conserving land anymore,” Greeno says, “we’re making 

sure that our promise to protect these lands in perpetuity can be upheld 

forever, and then we’re adding capacity to build the programs that make use 

of those lands. It takes a groundswell movement of people that believe in 

what is happening here, and it’s all very exciting.” 

 
The campaign to build community in Brunswick, Topsham, and Bowdoin, has already 
raised $5.8 million towards a $7 million dollar goal, and will continue through the end of 
the year. 
 
It has already had a significant affect on the local community, from bolstering the Land 
Trust’s Common Good Garden that produces over 3,000 pounds of vegetables to the 
pantry and soup kitchen of the Mid Coast Hunger Prevention Program, to a new Young 
Explorers program focused on children ages 4-7, the effects of the capital project 
continue to make headway. 
 
The Land Trust also used the campaign to launch new events programming that remains 
free and open to the public, getting elderly and young alike out on trails maintained 
through a growing Stewardship Endowment. 
 
A kayak to spread the message 

And that’s where the kayak comes back in. The gift that Wilk and Marchant made earlier 
in the year is traveling the Midcoast region to tell the story of a Land Trust that was only 
a few years ago staffed by a single person, and now boasts tremendous volunteer hours 
and great new public programs. 
 
On November 1st someone will drive away with a much loved kayak on their car top 
carrier. They’ll do so with the support of everyone in the community, even though the 
rest of us might need a little time to settle with the reality that it wasn’t our lucky ticket 
that took it home. 
 
As it floats through the morning waters it will serve as a reminder of what generous 
donors, a growing team of volunteers, and the strength of a wonderful community can 
accomplish as we enjoy the new programs, trails, and conserved lands of the Brunswick-
Topsham Land Trust that we love so dearly. 
 

The kayak can be seen online at www.btlt.org/kayak, or in person at the 

Land Trust’s Crystal Spring Farm in Brunswick every Saturday morning. 
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IMAGE CAPTIONS 

1: Brunswick-Topsham Land Trust Logo 

2: Angela Twitchell Executive Director of Brunswick-Topsham Land Trust 

3: Wilk wipes down the kayak before a showing 

4: Wilk and Marchant transport the kayak prior to transfer to the Brunswick-
Topsham Land Trust 

5: The Brunswick-Topsham Land Trust kayak just after final preparations were 
completed 

6: The Brunswick-Topsham Land Trust kayak just after final preparations were 
completed 

7: The Brunswick-Topsham Land Trust kayak just after final preparations were 
completed 

8: Marchant carries the bow of the kayak to a pond near the woodshop 

9: Wilk and Marchant carry the kayak to a pond near the woodshop 

10: Marchant lays the kayak gently on the ground shortly after final work was 
finished 

11: The kayak gracefully sitting next to the workshop where it was built over the 
prior two winters 

12: The kayak gracefully sitting next to the workshop where it was built over the 
prior two winters 

13: The kayak gracefully sitting next to the workshop where it was built over the 
prior two winters 

14: The kayak gracefully sitting next to the workshop where it was built over the 
prior two winters 

15: The kayak sitting on now familiar burlap strap stands that cradled the hull 
while it was being built 

16: The kayak sitting on now familiar burlap strap stands that cradled the hull 
while it was being built 

17: Wilk cleans the hull of the kayak during a showing 

18: Marchant carefully checks the hull of the kayak during a showing 


